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Issue: 3218 - Thursday, 16 July 2015
Law No. (12) of 2015 Approving the Accession to the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) of 1974


We, Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Having reviewed the Constitution; 
And the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea of 1974, 
The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives have approved the following Law, which we have ratified and enacted: 
Article One 
The accession to the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) of 1974, attached to this Law, has been approved. 
Article Two 
The Prime Minister and the Ministers - each within his jurisdiction- shall implement this Law, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
King of the Kingdom of Bahrain Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace 
On: 25 Ramadan 1436 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 12 July 2015 
Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea of 1974 
The Parties to the Present Protocol, 
Being parties to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, done at London on 1 November 1974, 
Recognizing the need for the introduction into the above-mentioned Convention of provisions for survey and certification harmonized with corresponding provisions in other international instruments, 
Considering that this need may best be met by the conclusion of Protocol Relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, 
Have agreed as follows: 
Article 1 
General Obligations 
1- The Parties to the present Protocol undertake to give effect to the provisions of the present Protocol and the Annex hereto, which shall constitute an integral part of the present Protocol. Every reference to the present Protocol constitutes at the same time a reference to the Annex hereto. 
2- As between the Parties to the present Protocol, the provisions of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, (hereinafter referred to as "the Convention") shall apply subject to the modifications and additions set out in the present Protocol. 
3- With respect to ships entitled to fly the flag of a State which is not a Party to the Convention and the present Protocol, the Parties to the present Protocol shall apply the requirements of the Convention and the present Protocol as may be necessary to ensure that no more favourable treatment is given to such ships. 
Article 2 
Prior Treaties 
1- As between the Parties to the present protocol, the present Protocol replaces and abrogates the Protocol of 1978 relating to the Convention. 
2- Notwithstanding any other provisions of the present Protocol, any certificate issued under, and in accordance with, the provisions of the Convention and any supplement to such certificate issued under, and in accordance with, the provisions of the Protocol of 1978 relating to the Convention which is current when the present Protocol enters into force in respect of the Party by which the certificate or supplement was issued, shall remain valid until it expires under the terms of the Convention or the Protocol of 1978 relating to the Convention, as the case may be. 
3- A Party to the present Protocol shall not issue certificates under, and in accordance with, the provisions of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as adopted on 1 November 1974. 
Article 3 
Communication of Information 
(a) The Parties to the present Protocol undertake to communicate to, and deposit with, the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization"): 
The text of laws, decrees, orders and regulations and other instruments which have been promulgated on the various matters within the scope of the present Protocol; 
(b) A list of nominated surveyors or recognized organizations which are authorized to act on their behalf in the administration of measures for safety of life at sea for circulation to the Parties for information of their officers, and a notification of the specific responsibilities and conditions of the authority delegated to those nominated surveyors or recognized organizations; and 
(c) a sufficient number of specimens of their certificates issued under the provision of the present Protocol. 
Article 4 
Signature, Ratification, Acceptance, Approval and Accession 
1- The present Protocol shall be open for signature at the Headquarters of the Organization from 1 March 1989 to 28 February 1990 and shall thereafter remain open for accession. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, States may express their consent to be bound by the present Protocol by: 
a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval; 
b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; 
c) Accession. 
2- Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General of the Organization. 
3- The present Protocol may be signed without reservation, ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to only by States which have signed without reservation, ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to the Convention. 
Article 5 
Entry Into Force 
1- The present Protocol shall enter into force twelve months after the date on which both the following conditions have been met: 
a) not less than fifteen States, the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant shipping, have expressed their consent to be bound by it in accordance with article IV, 
b) the conditions for the entry into force of the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966, have been met, provided that the present Protocol shall not enter into force before 1 February 1992.  
2- For States which have deposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in respect of the present Protocol after the conditions for entry into force thereof have been met but prior to the date of entry into force, the ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall take effect on the date of entry into force of the present Protocol or three months after the date of deposit of the instrument, whichever is the later date. 
3- Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession deposited after the date on which the present Protocol enters into force shall take effect three months after the date of deposit. 
4- After the date on which an amendment to the present Protocol is deemed to have been accepted under article VI, any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession deposited shall apply to the present Protocol as amended. 
Article 6 
Amendments 
The procedures set out in article VIII of the Convention shall apply to amendments to the present Protocol, provided that: 
a) references in that article to the Convention and to Contracting Governments shall be taken to mean references to the present Protocol and to the Parties to the present Protocol respectively: 
b) amendments to the articles of the present Protocol and to the Annex thereto shall be adopted and brought into force in accordance with the procedure applicable to amendments to the articles of the Convention or the Chapter I of the Annex thereto;  
c) amendments to the appendix to the Annex to the present Protocol may be adopted an brought into force in accordance with the procedure applicable to amendments to the Annex to the Convention other than Chapter I. 
Article 7 
Denunciation 
1- The present Protocol may be denounced by any Party at any time after the expiry of five years from the date on which the present Protocol enters into force for that Party. 
2- Denunciation shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of denunciation with the Secretary-General of the Organization. 
3- A denunciation shall take effect one year, or such longer period as may be specified in the instrument of denunciation, after its receipt by the Secretary-General of the Organization. 
4- A denunciation of the Convention by a Party shall be deemed to be a denunciation of the present Protocol by that Party. Such denunciation shall take effect on the same day as denunciation of the Convention takes effect according to paragraph (c) of article XI of the Convention.  
Article 8 
Depositary 
1-The present Protocol shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Organization (hereinafter referred to as "the depositary"). 
2- The depositary shall: 
a) inform the Governments of all States which have signed the present Protocol or acceded thereto of: 1) each new signature or deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, together with the date thereof; 
2) the date of entry into force of the present Protocol; 
3) the deposit of any instrument of denunciation of the present Protocol together with the date on which it was received and the date on which the denunciation takes effect; 
b) transmit certified true copies of the present Protocol to the Governments of all States which have signed the present Protocol or acceded thereto. 
3- As soon as the present Protocol enters into force, a certified true copy thereof shall be transmitted by the depositary to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration and publication in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 
Article 9 
Languages 
The present Protocol is established in a single original in the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages, each text being equally authentic. An official translation into the Italian language shall be prepared and deposited with the signed original. 
DONE AT LONDON this eleventh day of November one thousand nine hundred and eighty-eight. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective Governments for that purpose, have signed the present Protocol. 
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